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 With an unprecedented number of industry 

leaders and trade show exhibitors in attendance, 

the American Coalition for Ethanol (ACE) 

held its 20th anniversary conference and trade 

show August 7-9 at the RiverCentre in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. The event celebrated the ethanol 

industry�s progress over the past two decades 

and united grassroots supporters behind an ever-

growing ethanol movement.

 ACE President Bob Scott spoke of the 

importance of joining together to advance the 

ethanol cause. 

 �It is time now again for patriots of change to 

�ght for truth, to take action, to spread the word 

wherever they can,� Scott said. �Together, we must 

continue to drive change, to get the truth out so 

that all can see and hear it. We, too, are growing 

stronger. So is our opposition. Not long ago they 

said we couldn�t do it, it couldn�t happen, we 

couldn�t make it work. Well, we are.�

 More than 1850 ethanol supporters attended 

the conference, and the trade show featured 

280 exhibit spaces representing 230 different 

companies. In celebration of ACE�s 20th 

anniversary, the conference honored ACE�s 

founder, Merle Anderson, and other original

board members. The conference featured

addresses from a variety of policymakers and

key industry innovators. 

Keynote policy addresses
 National and state policymakers � including 

Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty, Congressman 

Collin Peterson (D-MN), and U.S. Senator John 

Thune (R-SD) � provided keynote addresses, 

championing ethanol�s bene�ts for America�s 

agriculture, economy, environment, and energy 

security.

 Minnesota Governor Tim Pawlenty addressed 

the audience on Wednesday afternoon, August 8. 

He highlighted the important role that Minnesota 

has played in the birth of the modern ethanol 

movement and the state�s desire to keep its 

progressive ethanol policies out in front.

 

 �While other states now see the wisdom of 

our public policies in Minnesota, we want to 

continue to hold ourselves out as the benchmark 

or the lighthouse, so as they in some cases catch 

up to us, or try to, we want to raise the bar on 

ourselves to show the way, to show it can be 

done. And I�m very excited about that,� he said.

 

 Pawlenty, who now chairs the National 

Governors Association and has selected

a clean energy future as the year�s topic for the 

group, called ethanol a �win� on many fronts.  

 �Ethanol is a �ve-fold win on national 

security, on economic stability, on rural economic 

development, on environment policy, and 

importantly on agriculture and farm policy as 

well,� he said.

 Congressman Collin Peterson, a Democrat 

representing Minnesota�s Seventh District, also 

addressed attendees during the Wednesday 

General Session. As Chairman of the House 

Agriculture Committee, he updated the ethanol 

supporters on the work of crafting the House�s 

version of the Farm Bill.

�Now we need to have 

real farmers grow this 

stu�, �gure out how 

to plant it, how to get 

the stand established, 

how to harvest it, how 

to transport it, how to 

store it, how to get it into 

the plant � all of these 

things we don�t know 

right now. The farmers 

will �gure this out.�

– CONGRESSMAN

COLLIN PETERSON

Since 1932, NFI has been dedicated to serving the supply 
chain industry.  We have grown to become a leader in 3rd 
party logistics, and today NFI BioFuel is committed to the safe 
transportation of ethanol. 

As one of America’s largest transportation providers, NFI 
understands the importance of being as environmentally 
sound as possible.  That’s why we purchase Flex Fuel Vehicles 
for our corporate employees, and why we’ve set a goal to 
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running themselves on a blend of Biodiesel.

NFI stands committed to the future of the Ethanol industry by 
providing its leaders with supply chain expertise.

The NFI Family of Companies includes: NFI National Freight, 
NFI National Distribution Centers, NFI Interactive Logistics, NFI 
Real Estate, NFI RoadRail, NFI Global, and NFI BioFuel.

It�s not just renewable; it�s optimal when you choose     NFI.  Providing �exible solutions and asset based options for the Ethanol Industry...that�s the NFI advantage.For info: Call toll free 1.800.280.2922 Ext.2035
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